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David Collins’ new body of work, Adrift, is deeply connected to references to water – the ocean, rivers,

mangroves and dams. Like bodies of water, the works are constantly in a state of flux, changing from one

moment to the next during the painting process.

Collins works with very fluid mediums and thin layered paint. Each successive layer is applied rapidly and is a

response to everything that has gone before it. His calligraphic brush strokes create a flow in the work, in the

expression of line and mark making as well as in his chosen subject.

There can be multiple, seemingly unrelated paintings below the finished work. Hints of these earlier marks reveal

themselves under the thin paint as the new work builds up, layer upon layer.

Having lived on an island in the middle of a river for the past 36 years, swimming in it and crossing it regularly,

Collins’ familiarity with the water seeps into the work, a deeper understanding of its movement and

changeability. His paintings have as their origin this immersion in the landscape, drawing on something seen and

captured whilst on the move. The drawings are starting points for paintings. When the process of painting takes

over, they often, like water, travel far from their source.

David spent time in the past year in several locations from which these works were inspired. On residency in Seal

Rocks, North Coast NSW, Skye-Bonnington in the Barrington Region and Cobbity, NSW.



Ocean Pool, 2021 - 22, oil on canvas, 138 x 183 cm, $9,800



Patchwork Burn, 2022 - 23, oil on canvas, 122 x 152 cm, $8,500



Billabong, 2022, oil on board, 56 x 106 cm, $5,000 Cobbity Dam, 2022, oil on board, 53 x 113 cm, $5,000



Cowan, 2020 - 22, oil on canvas, 102 x 137 cm, $8,000



Green Mangrove, 2022, oil on canvas, 62 x 82 cm, $4,000



Evaporation, 2023, oil on canvas, 112 x 122 cm, $7,800



Ruo Shui, 2022, oil on canvas, 183 x 138 cm, $9,800



Dangar Jetty, 2022, oil on canvas, 102 x 122 cm, $7,800



Bald Head, 2022, oil on canvas, 102 x 102 cm, $7,500



Water-borne, 2022, oil on canvas, 138 x 183 cm, $9,800



Lighthouse Beach, 2022, gouache on paper, 40 x 30 cm, $1,500



Platypus Pool 2, 2022, gouache on paper, 28 x 38 cm, $1,500Platypus Pool 1, 2022, gouache on paper, 28 x 38 cm, $1,500



Platypus Pool 4, 2022, gouache on paper, 28 x 38 cm, $1,500Platypus Pool 3, 2022, gouache on paper, 28 x 38 cm, $1,500



Sea Window, 2022, oil on canvas, 102 x 122 cm, $7,800



Dry Dock, 2022, oil on canvas, 112 x 122 cm, $7,800



Study for Bald Head 2, 2022, pastel on paper, 42 x 30 cm, $1,500 Study for Bald Head 1, 2022, pastel on paper, 46 x 38 cm, $1,600



Intertidal, 2022 – 23, oil on canvas, 46 x 92 cm, $1,800



Longswamp 1, oil on canvas, 30 x 61 cm, $1,600 Longswamp 2, oil on canvas, 35.5 x 56 cm, $1,600 Longswamp 3, oil on canvas, 41 x 51 cm, $1,600



Marra Rain, 2022, gouache on paper, 30 x 42 cm, $1,500 Sea Wall, 2022-23, oil on canvas, 51 x 41 cm, $1,800



For sales enquiries please contact 

kaya@defiancegallery.com | dallas@defiancegallery.com

02 9557 8483
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Follow us on  Instagram for current news, images and exhibition @ defiancegallery


