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Keenly inspired by African sculpture on his many travels, Harvey Shields has created a body of work which, in

a sense is an attempt to capture in a contemporary idiom what has been a strong influence on his work over

many years.

The tribal art of Africa is recognised as playing a major role in the development of Modernism with the two

towering figures, Picasso and Braque, incorporating the African aesthetic into a style which was to become

known as Cubism. In his seminal work from 1907, Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, Picasso painted two of the

faceted female nudes with mask like faces, reminiscent of African masks, showing a bold experiment away

from the Western tradition.

This beautiful exhibition is a result of Shields’ reaction to the beautiful stylised shapes, proportions and

craftsmanship of Benin bronzes and Ashanti carvings as well as the works from Dinka culture in Sudan.



Ashanti Mask, 2020, steel and iron, oiled, 30 x 27 x 8 cm, $1,500



Ashanti Queen, 2020, steel, oiled, brass, 52 x 47 x 33 cm, $1,900



Bird of Prophecy, 2020, steel, painted and polished, 55 x 35 x 30 cm, $1,900



Black Swan, 2020, steel and iron with black patina, 45 x 60 x 34 cm, $1,900



Mambila Vessel 2, 2020, steel and iron, polished, 77 x 40 x 27cm, $2,100



Cloud Over Lake Volta, 2020, steel, oiled, 23 x 74 x 50 cm, $2,100



Dinka Chair, 2020, steel and iron, oiled, 25 x 30 x 30 cm, $1,500



Shaman, 2022, steel and iron painted, 71 x 35 x 35 cm, $1,900



Moonlit Landscape, 2018, steel, painted, 50 x 95 x 25 cm, $2,200



Spatial Warping I, 2013, Charcoal and silver paint on hand made paper 100% pure white cotton rag 50 x 38 cm, $1,000 



Spatial Warping II, 2013, Charcoal and silver paint on hand made paper 100% pure white cotton rag, 50 x 38 cm, $1,000 



Zulu, 2021, steel painted, 40 x 40 x 38 cm, $1,900



African Beat, 2017, steel painted, 50 x 100 x 40 cm, $5,000



For sales enquiries please contact 

kaya@defiancegallery.com | dallas@defiancegallery.com

02 9557 8483

DEFIANCE GALLERY | 12 MARY PLACE, PADDINGTON, NSW | 02 9557 8483 
www.defiancegallery.com | enquiry@defiancegallery.com

Follow us on instagram for current news, images and exhibition @ defiancegallery


