
DEFIANCE GALLERY PRESENTS
ANITA JOHNSON



"During this current pandemic lockdown, I have found myself in the odd position of looking for a new place to live with a new studio as my

previous place was sold by the landlord. So I am this week having to pack all my studio up which is a hard thing to do at the best of times,

let along during a lockdown! I will miss my old studio. I love being there in that space of possibilities, it had lovely light with a view onto the

garden. I usually have several works on the go and have lots of collected objects lying close to be incorporated into them.

My new studio is smaller, but artists are particularly good at adapting to circumstances so I will make it work. I can't wait to have a new

working space organized again, and continue on with the works I am in the middle of, that are now packed into boxes. At the moment I am

co-joining a little wooden tractor with a broken violin, stitching clothing for the violin and then stringing them together.

I live in Wollongong, and as it is part of Greater Sydney, we have been in lockdown restrictions for a long time. I think this is week 13… time

is doing weird things… stretching out, but also seems to be short simultaneously. During the lockdown period, I have been juggling home

schooling my 13-year-old son, which has been on the large part frustrating for both of us. I have a part time job that is classified as essential

work so I have been continuing to go out into the world, but there is only one person on-site at a time, so it has been lonely at times, and

slightly apocalyptic feel to it like some zombie movie about to happen. I have been using some of the time in between this job and home

schooling to complete a few artworks that have been lingering in the studio waiting for me to finish them. There have also been long

stretches of time where I haven't done anything constructive as I have felt too flat and sad about what has happened for many people in the

creative arts industries. Its been good to take some time out from the pressure of producing and exhibiting, to garden and read, to research

some more of my family tree which I had wanted to do for ages…you know all those things you want to do "one day". I also learned how to

make dumplings from scratch.”



The Spare, 2021, collected objects and buff raku trachyte, 70 x 18 x 13 cm, $2700



Game, set, match, 2021, collected objects and wood, 164 x 73 x 29 cm, $3800



Rainy Day, 2020, collage and ink, 50 x 38 cm framed, $1200



The Meteorite, 2020, collage, 50 x 38 cm framed, $1200



Paddling through the clouds, 2021, collected objects, 258 x 43 x 7 cm, $4200



Anita Johnson Larkin is an artist whose work is very much a personal journey, an extension of how she thinks, how she feels and who she it. While

her practice is imbued with an impressive conceptual rigour there is also a visceral intimacy, a vulnerability that gives her work a raw emotional

impact.

Anita works with domestic objects that become extensions of ourselves and with which we form intimate connections in our lives but once broken

are discarded as no longer necessary to our needs. However, within these forgotten and discarded objects remains the emotional residue of shared

experience, of the love and loss that life presents.

The artist transforms these cast-off objects into sculptures that expose the emotional and psychological wounds within and the pervasive need for

human interconnection. Anita draws out of these objects a human narrative, revealing a strange beauty within.

It is Anita’s gift as an artist to seamlessly bring together incongruous objects and have reason and mayhem collude to convince us that this illogical

fusion is both plausible and real.

John Monteleone

Gallery Program Director, Wollongong Art Gallery





A CONSPICUOUS OBJECT: MAITLAND HOSPITAL
Maitland Regional Art Gallery
16 October 2021 - 6 February 2022



Repairable, 2021, collected objects, felted wool and cloves, 120 x 12 x 21.5 cm, $2800
Holding up and holding on, 2020, collected objects, felted wool and cloves, 188 x 48 x 32 cm, $5200
Chair body / Body Chair, 2021, collected chair segment and silk, 118 x 55 x 29 cm, $3200



An archaeology of care, 2021, voltimetre, photographic plates collected from Maitland Hospital, 
bronze cast of a lightbulb, digital print on linen, anodised wire, 215 x 106 x 19 cm, $6500 



An archaeology of care, 2021, detail



On the cusp of a breath, 2021, collected stretcher and hospital pillows, printed linen, bronze and possum skin 188 x 48 x 32 cm, $5200 



On the cusp of a breath (detail) 2021



Many of the objects I use are diverted from their expected utilitarian function. We become aware of the objects previous context precisely

because it is not doing what we expect it to do. The familiar becomes unfamiliar, we suspend disbelief, and feel alchemy is afoot. For me, objects

are like a type of visual shorthand language. They can jump directly from one train of thought to another, poetically linking one sphere of life to a

completely different one, like a waking dream.

The objects that I use are collected objects rather than found objects. They are quite purposefully selected for the potential voice they can have

when I alter them or join them onto another object. The ordinary object can be a metaphorical object. The “life” of the collected object, it’s

imagined trials and difficulties, its abandonment and subsequent redemption, can be seen to be parallel to our own human struggles and frailty.

The objects are an echo of all that is right and wrong with our own world.

Anita Johnson



Between light and dark, 2021, salvaged objects, bronze cast of lightbulb, 15 x 7 x 4.5 cm, $1600
Mon petit pigeon, 2021, Bronze, ed 3, 13 x 13 x 8 cm, $3200
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